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The Transformation of Liu Xin’s Cosmology and the Evolution of Classical Studies

Liu Yutong

Abstract: Liu Xin XIJ#K traces the beginning of cosmic time back to the Taiji Shangyuan K #% [~ JG, and the
beginning of civilized time back to Fuxi’s k2§ drawing of the trigrams. Cosmic time is entrusted to the theory of
the Three Systems — 4: , and civilized time is carried by the Five Virtues i 1%  The “Three and Five are
interwoven” = TL A4 to construct the basic structure of Liu Xin’s cosmology. The theory of the Three Systems in
the Spring and Autumn Annals 7 FX was transformed by Liu Xin into a methodological approach to the universe,
which could not only be used to create laws, calendars, measurements, weights and standards, but also to
integrate dynasties into a cyclical time structure starting and ending with Taiji Shangyuan. In addition, Liu Xin
uses the order of the Five Elements 7117 to sort out the imperial genealogy since Fuxi, and at the same time forms
the genealogy of the royal scholars - ¢, laying the foundation for the Guwen i 3 classical studies to take the
studies of the royal scholars across dynasties as the classics. In Liu Xin’ s plan, the Three Systems and the Five
Virtues are interconnected, and the cosmic time and the civilized time were unified. This not only innovated the
Han Dynasty’s “unity of heaven and man” ideology, but also achieved a unified historical time across all ages,
shaping the Han Dynasty’ s new vision of “great unity” K — %t . After Liu Xin, the Guwen classical studies
possessed a systematic view of both the classics and cosmology.

Keywords: Liu Xin; Three Systems; Five Virtues; unity of heaven and man; great unity
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