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Huang Tingjian’s Interpretation and Acceptance of Tao Yuanming:

The Reception of Tao Yuanming’s Poetry during the Tang and Song Dynasties
Qian Zhixi

Abstract: Tao Yuanming % | /] has a great influence on the later literary history in both thought and art. His
thought, related to Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism, constitutes an independent influence on history. Tao’ s
poetry was regarded as a regional classic in the Tang Dynasty, and rose to a comprehensive classic in the Song
Dynasty, with Su Shi # %{ and Huang Tingjian ¥ £ "¢ playing decisive roles in this process of reception. Su
employed dialectical artistic thought to interpret Tao’ s works, which broke through the traditional interpretation
that viewed him as plain and simple. Huang also recognized the height of Tao’ s poetry from a dialectical
combination of nature and law. Huang echoeded Tao in the independent personality and loyal behavior while
transcending the imitative approach and adopting a method of learning that is self-creative and innovative rather
than merely replicative.

Keywords: Huang Tingjian; Su Shi; the reception history of Tao Yuanming’ s poetry; the history of Tao

Yuanming’s poetry comments; imitation of Tao Yuanming in Tang and Song Dynasties
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