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Integration of Military Education in the Revolutionary Government of Guangdong:
Insights into the National Revolutionary Army Being Built from the Whampoa Military
Academy

Li Zaiquan

Abstract: At the time of the preparation for the establishment of the Whampoa Military Academy 53 4245 in
1924, the various factions of the army under the Guangdong Revolutionary Government had also established their
own military academies, with each army and military academy operating independently and managing their own
affairs. As Guangdong’ s military and political administration gradually unified, the process of military education
integration began, with the Whampoa Military Academy, the leader in military education, gradually absorbing
other military academies. In October and November of 1924, the Guangdong Guard Army under Wu Tiecheng 5
#eyf and the Army Academy under Cheng Qian F£ ¥ were incorporated into the Whampoa Military Academy. In
June 1925, during the suppression of the Yang Liu Dian Gui Army # XI| %% rebellion, the Yunnan Army Cadre
School belonging to the Yunnan Army and the Guangxi Army Officers Academy belonging to the Guangxi Army
were also integrated into the Whampoa Military Academy. By the end of 1925, the Central Committee of the
Kuomintang resolved to unify the military education program, breaking down regionalism by abolishing all
existing military academies of the various factions and merging them into the Whampoa Military Academy,
renaming it from the “Chinese Kuomintang Army Officer Academy” to the “Central Military-Political School of
the National Revolutionary Army”. The integration of military education was an integral part of the unification of
Guangdong’ s military and political administration. Frequent military operations, changes in the military and
political situation, and the revolutionary forces at both the top and bottom of the hierarchy, were all contributing
forces to the integration of military education. The rapid development of the Whampoa Military Academy, thanks
to the integration of military education by the revolutionary government in Guangdong, provides a key insight into
understanding how the National Revolutionary Army was built on the basis of the Whampoa Military Academy.

Keywords: the Whampoa Military Academy; Guangdong Revolutionary Government; military education;
cooperation between the Kuomintang and the Communist Party; Guangdong army; army from other provinces

stationed in Guangdong
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