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On Conferring Favor:
An Analysis of Social Interaction among Chinese People

Li Weimin

Abstract Thc present article cxamines “the secularized cultural conception”

favor —conferring, which cxists widely in the Chincse society, focusing on the analysis
of its meaning, function, mflucnce and how it works in Chinese social interactions.
The author maintains that favor—conferring is the major rule of Chinese people’s
interpersonal communication. It determines the mutually beneficial social behavior of
cxchange among the Chinese people and their emphasis on the relation while having
contact with thosc who arc not united by ties of comsanguinity. As an etiquette of
bchavior, favor—conferring “originated from the Chinesc lineage system and culture,
which becamc socializod and gencralized as a cultural norm in the course of social

development.



