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Plato and the Problem of Empires: An Investigation Based on the Laws

Zhang Wentao

Abstract: Plato’ s classical political philosophical thought grows out of ancient Greek city state experience,
with his ideal political community limited to the scale of the polis. Still, he did reflect on large states, empires and
universal societies. The Trojan War, the Greco Persian Wars and the Peloponnesian War drove Plato to probe
imperial issues and reconsider the vital connections between virtue, freedom, empire and universal society.
Drawing on the historical account of city state and constitutional origins in Laws Book III, and the geographical
analysis of land sea contexts and virtue in Book IV, this paper unpacks Plato’s critical reflection on empire and the
Athenian Empire. Empire is inherently defective and bound to collapse even if founded. The Athenian Empire,
resting on maritime hegemony instead of virtue, exemplifies such corruption and downfall.

Keywords: Plato; city-state; Empire; Laws

[RERE: 2T F; JERKX: 27 F,KELE]

O AFah, mEEECGE)FE P ARGY FRARE A LB FER AFEED T ARLT

— Al it ER RN EAANGASE R TR R AN SR LR RBEE R, XA AR ARBR S,
BIL 4B RIHF (FAHRK FRE LB S A L), % D%, B ERFF (BFFRGX T, LT AL E
44,2018 4, % 122—123 W e RGLEA B S AL 69 S ot B Aoy B Ik — A X T B RS w420 E@m S, AR 4 F
REFPGARIB A STy TRAES S REmIEMER, AL £ e inE, g ORIEA), 246247 R .
129



