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Official Documents (Fuxi, Shu, Yi) in “Choice of Style” of The Literary Mind and the
Carving of Dragons: A Textual Study Based on the Institutional History of Official

Documents

Zhou Wenjun

ABSTRCT: In “Choice of Style” &% of The Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons SCU Y , the literary
category “fuxi, shu, yi” refers to three genres: fuxi /4, shu 45 and yi #% . Fuxi is an alternative designation for xi
(#%, call-to—arms) texts, whose nomenclature is closely tied to the institutional practice of Shangshu fu ( M,
secretarial edicts). The shu here specifically denotes written political proclamations, and its intrinsic connection with
fuxi inherits the Han—Wei literary tradition of “military—state proclamations and manifestos”. Owing to the public
announcement and admonitory functions of yishu (% 43, official communications) , yi was incorporated into this
generic lineage under the combined influence of institutional norms and literary practice. As a category of political
proclamations for critical military and state affairs, “fuxi, shu, yi” occupied a prominent literary status. Its
composite generic form reflects the profound interplay among literary genres, bureaucratic institutions and history
during the Han-Wei and Six Dynasties period.

Keywords: “Choice of Style” of The Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons; fuxi, shu, yi; military-

state proclamations and manifestos; generic lineage; official-document system
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